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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
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1834a; title 25 section 4104; title 40 section 14507.

§5301. Congressional findings and declaration of
purpose

(a) Critical social, economic, and environmental
problems facing Nation’s urban communities

The Congress finds and declares that the Na-
tion’s cities, towns, and smaller urban commu-
nities face critical social, economic, and envi-
ronmental problems arising in significant meas-
ure from—

(1) the growth of population in metropolitan
and other urban areas, and the concentration
of persons of lower income in central cities;

(2) inadequate public and private investment
and reinvestment in housing and other phys-
ical facilities, and related public and social
services, resulting in the growth and persist-
ence of urban slums and blight and the
marked deterioration of the quality of the
urban environment; and

(3) increasing energy costs which have seri-
ously undermined the quality and overall ef-
fectiveness of local community and housing
development activities.

(b) Establishment and maintenance of viable
urban communities; systematic and sus-
tained action by Federal, State, and local
governments; expansion of and continuity in
Federal assistance; increased private invest-
ment; streamlining programs and improve-
ment of functioning of agencies; action to ad-
dress consequences of scarce fuel supplies

The Congress further finds and declares that
the future welfare of the Nation and the well-
being of its citizens depend on the establishment
and maintenance of viable urban communities
as social, economic, and political entities, and
require—

(1) systematic and sustained action by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments to elimi-
nate blight, to conserve and renew older urban
areas, to improve the living environment of
low- and moderate-income families, and to de-
velop new centers of population growth and
economic activity;

(2) substantial expansion of and greater con-
tinuity in the scope and level of Federal as-
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sistance, together with increased private in-
vestment in support of community develop-
ment activities;

(3) continuing effort at all levels of govern-
ment to streamline programs and improve the
functioning of agencies responsible for plan-
ning, implementing, and evaluating commu-
nity development efforts; and

(4) concerted action by Federal, State, and
local governments to address the economic
and social hardships borne by communities as
a consequence of scarce fuel supplies.

(¢) Decent housing, suitable living environment,
and economic opportunities for persons of
low and moderate income; community devel-
opment activities which may be supported
by Federal assistance

The primary objective of this chapter and of
the community development program of each
grantee under this chapter is the development of
viable urban communities, by providing decent
housing and a suitable living environment and
expanding economic opportunities, principally
for persons of low and moderate income. Con-
sistent with this primary objective, not less
than 70 percent of the aggregate of the Federal
assistance provided to States and units of gen-
eral local government under section 5306 of this
title and, if applicable, the funds received as a
result of a guarantee or a grant under section
5308 of this title, shall be used for the support of
activities that benefit persons of low and mod-
erate income, and the Federal assistance pro-
vided in this chapter is for the support of com-
munity development activities which are di-
rected toward the following specific objectives—

(1) the elimination of slums and blight and
the prevention of blighting influences and the
deterioration of property and neighborhood
and community facilities of importance to the
welfare of the community, principally persons
of low and moderate income;

(2) the elimination of conditions which are
detrimental to health, safety, and public wel-
fare, through code enforcement, demolition,
interim rehabilitation assistance, and related
activities;

(3) the conservation and expansion of the Na-
tion’s housing stock in order to provide a de-
cent home and a suitable living environment
for all persons, but principally those of low
and moderate income;

(4) the expansion and improvement of the
quantity and quality of community services,
principally for persons of low and moderate in-
come, which are essential for sound commu-
nity development and for the development of
viable urban communities;

(5) a more rational utilization of land and
other natural resources and the better ar-
rangement of residential, commercial, indus-
trial, recreational, and other needed activity
centers;

(6) the reduction of the isolation of income
groups within communities and geographical
areas and the promotion of an increase in the
diversity and vitality of neighborhoods
through the spatial deconcentration of hous-
ing opportunities for persons of lower income
and the revitalization of deteriorating or dete-
riorated neighborhoods;
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